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SPEECH  OF  MR.  GR-UNDY. 

Delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  4 th  and  5th  of  March 
1840,  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee ,  against  the  as¬ 
sumption,  by  the  General  Government ,  of  the  Stated  debts  contracted 
fo)  locai  internal  improvements,  and  other  State  purposes. 


Mr  President:  The  duty  which  lies  before  me  is  laborious,  but.  in 
my  judgment,  it  is  not  difficult.  So  soon  as  I  discovered  the  manner  in 
wmch  the  report  was  treated  by  Senators  on  the  other  side  when  it  was 
Inst  presented,  I  resolved  in  my  own  mind  that  I  would  take  some  suitable 
occasion  to  answer  all  the  arguments  which  should  be  timed  against  f 
isy  pursuing  this  course,  I  am  aware  that  much  which  I  may  say  will  be  a 
du  ,  cold  repetition  of  what  has  been  better  said  by  others  ;  but  the  Senate 
will  bear  with  me.  I  owe  a  duty  to  my  country,  to  the  committee  whose 
honored  organ  I  was,  and  to  myself.  My  present  purpose  is  to  discharge 
j  ,,e  obIlSatlo»s  and  duties  which  rest  upon  me  most  faithfully.  This 

ihf  len  VOr  '°/°l  1  r  a,manry  aad  a  temper  becoming  a  Senator, 
who  is  no  unmindful  of  what  is  due  to  that  enlightened  and  elevated  body 

ot  which  he  is  a  member.  It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to  re-argue  in 
a  regular  way  the  subjects  introduced  and  discussed  in  the  report  That 
document  is  now  before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  whatever  may 

thVnl  °r,0r  agn,U1SVt  hfre’  'viU  not  niaterially  affect  the  estimate  which 
tne  public  have  already  placed,  or  will  hereafter  place  upon  it.  Whenever 

tne  people  read  a  public  document  upon  an  interesting  subject,  they  can 

and  will  form  opinions  for  themselves,  and  those  opinions  they  will  carry 

ml/fZh  3C,S-  With°Ut  lntendi»g  our  political  opponents  have  se^ 

nrinilf  rTr  “  veT  general  Perasal-  Their  opposition  to  its  being 
p  their  eflort  to  suppress  it,  and  prevent  its  circulation,  have  excited 

will  now !'!0SItyy,'ld  Priced  a  desire  to  see  it;  and  I  doubt  not  that  it 
hi  1  h  bf  read  .hundreds  and  thousands  whose  attention  might  never 
have  been  turned  to  it  had  it  been  treated  in  the  ordinary  way. 

1  ‘esident,  I  have  seen,  as  you  know,  much  of  public  life.  At  times 
circumstances  have  made  me  a  more  prominent  actor  in  political  scenes  than 

ll?11  d  Tr  Wf hed-  -1  have  bee,1>  and  my  sentiments  have  been,  too  often 
nounced  for  denunciation  to  carry  any  alarm  or  terror  to  me.  The  de¬ 
nunciation  ot  my  friends  I  should  fear ;  but  whenever  I  cease  to  receive 

v:e„d:rPTbf:!l01V;!ld  deuunciations  of  my  political  enemies,  I  shall  beo-in 
,da,t  wh.ether  1  have  aot  lost  my  efficiency,  and  whether  the  best  service 

PolhildrndBr  .™y  cauntry  'TOuld  not  be  my  retirement  to  private  life. 
Political  opponents  condemn  and  censure  those  who  are  most  in  their  wav 

ite  ZfrfZfr  formidable  ,obs,acles  t0  'he  attainment  of  their  favor¬ 
ite  objects.  Therefore,  in  general,  it  is  a  safe  rule  (o  say.  that  rn^n  and 

PonSiT  hf  nnl  r“  hby  them  are  best  deser™g  'he  approbation  of  that 
no  comefinto  ,  h  L  f  Wh°,  ft  °,Pp0Sed  t0  their  views  and  schemas.  I  did 
concllktin  "  ihlhf  h°n,T  6  b°dy’  ?01'  was  1  Eent  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
vZ  h«  mv.d  fn  m6  TT"  °f  ,he  opposition  ;  on  the  contrary!  those 

exDectd  Zfr  a  m  ne  llgh  "0n0r  of  a  seat  in  this  body.  intended  and 
^  P  •  I  ^°uli  firmly  pursue  the  same  course  which  had  hitherto 


taken  ;  that  I  would  support  the  same  principles  I  had  heretofore  uniformly 
maintained.  Nor  shall  they  be  disappointed.  Let  denunciations  come  as 
they  may,  I  shall  not  deviate  in  my  principles  or  my  course.  I  recollect 
that  in  the  other  end  ofi  the  Capitol,  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
when  our  country  was  bleeding  at  every  pore;  when  our  armies  were  suf¬ 
fering  for  supplies  which  we  had  no  money  to  purchase  ;  when  our  ranks 
could  not  be  filled  because  men  of  influence  used  all  their  power  to  prevent 
loans  to  the  Government,  and  the  enlistment  of  soldiers,  I.  in  public  de¬ 
bate,  advanced  the  sentiment,  that  American  citizens  who  thus  acted  and 
used  their  influence  to  prevent  loans  or  enlistments,  were  guilty  of  moral 
treason.  Then,  sir,  you  remember  how  this  sentiment  was  denounced  in 
Congress,  and  by  the  whole  Federal  press.  Nay,  I  did  not  even  escape  ani¬ 
madversion  from  the  sacred  desk.  I  then  believed  1  was  right ;  and  I  main¬ 
tained  my  opinion  with  what  little  ability  I  possessed.  And  now  how  is  it? 
Does  any  one  now  doubt  the  correctness  o'f  what  I  then  said?  If  any  one 
does  so,  he  will  scarcely  venture  at  this  day  to  avow  a  contrary  sentiment. 
So  I  verily  believe  it  will  be  with  this  report.  The  great  principles  it  dis¬ 
cusses  will  stand  the  test  of  the  strictest  examination  ;  and  even  now,  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  condemned  the  first  and  greater  portion  of  it,  will  not  contro¬ 
vert  the  soundness  of  its  principles.  If  they  disapprove  it,  why  do  they 
not  do  this — why  do  they  not  candidly  and  manfully  discuss  its  principles? 
Instead  of  so  doing,  they  pronounce  it  to  be  unnecessary — to  be  uncalled- 
for,  and  calculated  to  produce  no  good.  They  seem  afraid  to  meet  the 
questions  involved  upon  their  merits.  Every  sort  of  evasion  is  resorted  to. 
They  demur  ;  they  plead  in  abatement ;  they  resort  to  all  the  devices  which 
skilful  pleaders  employ  to  get  rid  of  a  trial  upon  the  merits  of  their  cause. 
Such  a  trial  is  what  they  dread,  and  dare  not  meet.  Pursuing  this  course 
of  opposition,  they  assert  that  no  such  proposal  as  the  assumption  by  the 
General  Government  of  the  debts  of  the  States  has  been  made  here  or  else¬ 
where.  We,  on  this  side  of  the  House,  believe  that  such  a  proposition  has 
not  only  been  made,  but  made  in  the  most  formidable  and  imposing  shape. 
This  I  will  now  proceed  to  prove.  For  this  purpose,  I  shall  use  the  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  public  papers  which  were  read  by  my  honorable  friend  from 
Alabama  (Mr.  Clay)  a  few  days  since,  when  he  addressed  the  Senate  upon 
this  subject.  The  New  York  Herald  and  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  are 
known  to  be  papers  of  high  Whig  authority  ;  they  are  situated  in  the  great 
commercial  emporium  of  the  country,  in  the  city  where  Wall  street  is, 
and  where  the  agents  of  the  British  capitalists  and  the  principal  brokers  of 
this  country  reside,  and  where  more  of  these  State  bonds  have  been  bought 
and  sold  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  Union.  If  these  papers  have  advocated 
the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the  General  Government,  it  may  fairly 
be  inferred  that  a  very  serious  intention  exists  to  carry  this  scheme  into 
effect.  The  New  York  Herald,  in  November  last,  introduced  this  subject 
into  its  columns,  and  used  the  following  langu?.ge  :  "  This  plan  is  so  far 
matured  by  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  as  to  be  officially  promulgated 
in  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  yesterday  morning.  The  following  extract 
conveys,  in  petto ,  the  skeleton  of  the  scheme.”  Here  is  the  declaration  of 
a  leading  Whig  paper,  published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  announcing  th« 
fact  that  the  u  plan  is  so  far  matured  by  the  leaders  of  the  Whig 

PARTY  AS  TO  BE  OFFICIALLY  PROMULGATED  IN  THE  COURIER  AND  En- 

quirer.”  Has  this  annunciation  ever  been  denied  in  the  city  of  New 
York  by  any  other  Whig  paper?  Never,  that  I  have  learned.  It  is  de-  1 
dared  not  only  to  be  a  Whig  measure,  but  to  have  been  matured  by  the 
leaders  of  that  party.  Now  for  the  “  plan”  which  the  Herald  says  was? 
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u  matured  by  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party.”  This  is  given  in  the  Courier 
and  Enquirer : 

“Let  the  Government  of  the  United  States — which  means  the  people’s 
immediate  representatives  in  both  Houses  of  Congress — create  three  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
let  this  be  apportioned  among  the  States  on  the  principle  of  Mr.  Clay’s 
Land  bill ;  that  is,  pro  rata,  according  to  the  number  of  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  ;  and  let  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
be  set  aside  and  sacredly  pledged  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of 
this  stock.  Let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  some  other  suitable  per¬ 
son,  be  appointed  to  exchange  so  much  of  this  stock  as  may  be  the  portion 
of  any  Slate  for  the  stock  of  such  State  now  issued,  and  after  a  certain 
period — say  six  months — pay  over  the  balance  to  the  respective  States. 
Most  probably  the  holders  of  some  State  stocks  would  not  be  willing  to 
make  such  exchanges,  and,  if  so,  the  State  would  receive  its  entire  por¬ 
tion  ;  and  from  the  interest  annually  received  on  the  United  States  stock, 
and  sales  of  it  from  time  to  time,  as  their  necessities  required,  be  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  to  progress  at  once  with  all  its  public  works,  whether  commenced  or 
only  in  embryo.  United  States  stock  would  then  immediately  fill  the  space 
at  present  occupied  by  about  two  hundred  millions  of  State  stock  :  the  re¬ 
maining  one  hundred  millions  would  be  deposited  in  the  State  treasuries, 
and  would  only  be  offered  for  sale  as  their  public  works  or  other  necessities 
required,  and  which  the  capitalists  of  Europe  and  America  would  gladly 
purchase  at  a  premium.” 

This  is  the  scheme  ;  this  is  the  plan  which  the  Herald  says  was  matured 
by  the  “leaders  of  the  Whig  party!”  and  the  editor  puts  down  t,he 
State  debts  at  about  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  yet  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  rebuked,  severely  rebuked,  for  saying  that  they  were  esti¬ 
mated  at  about  that  sum.  I  wish  the  Senate  to  notice  the  nature  of  this 
proposition.  It  is  not  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States,  but  it  is  to  create  a  national  debt ;  to  make  United  States  stock  to 
the  amount  of  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  which  is  to  be  exchanged 
for  the  State  stocks,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  to 
be  set  aside  and  sacredly  pledged  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of 
this  stock.  This  proposition  would  not  only  embrace  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  whole  public  lands ;  but,  in  case  of  a  deficiency,  it  would  have  to 
be  made  up  from  other  sources.  Listen,  further,  to  the  language  of  the 
Herald  ;  it  says  : 

“In  illustration  of  this  great  scheme,  the  Courier  goes  at  length  into  its 
popularity,  economy,  and  means  of  escape  from  direct  taxation,  which  the 
several  States  must  submit  to  if  the  present  system  continue.  With  every 
view  taken  on  these  points,  we  cordially  concur.  It  is  the  only  and  effi¬ 
cient  system  for  the  financial  troubles  of  the  age.  A  new  National  Bank 
is  as  frail  as  a  fair  one  of  the  third  tier.  We  have  seen  the  coup  de  grace 
given  to  the  rotten  fair  one  in  Philadelphia.  Free  banks  are  equally 
worthless  and  numerous.  Safety  fund  can  hardly  cover  their  nakedness. 
There  is  no  plan,  no  scheme,  nothing  short  of  a  miracle  from  Heaven,  can 
save  the  great  credit  system,  except  it  be  the  plan  now  proposed.”  . 

Nor  have  these  views  been  confined  to  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
Cincinnati  Gazette,  the  ablest  Whig  paper  in  Ohio,  has  taken  and  sustained 
the  same  ground.  Am  I  not  safe,  then,  in  affirming  that  the  leading  organs 
of  the  Whig  party,  or  at  least  many  of  them,  have  made  the  proposition 
spoken  of  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  strongly  urged  upon  the  public 
mind  the  propriety  of  its  adoption  ?  But  I  stop  not  here.  The  bankers  of 
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England,  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.,  who  have  traded  more  in  these  State 
stocks,  and,  perhaps,  own  more  of  them  than  all  other  individuals  put  to¬ 
gether,  in  their  circular,  issued  last  fall,  distinctly  make  the  proposition, 
and  declare : 

“But  if  the  old  scheme  of  internal  improvements  in  the  Union  is  to  be 
carried  into  effect  on  the  vast  scale  and  with  the  rapidity  lately  projected, 
and  by  the  means  of  foreign  capital,  a  more  comprehensive  guaranty  than 
that  of  individual  States  will  be  required,  to  raise  so  large  an  amount  in  a 
short  time. 

“  A  national  pledge  would  undoubtedly  collect  capital  together  from  all 
parts  of  Europe;  but  the  forced  sales  of  loans,  made  separately  by  all  the 
individual  States  in  reckless  competition  through  a  number  of  channels, 
render  the  terms  more  and  more  onerous  for  all,  lower  the  reputation  of 
American  credit,  and  (as  reliance  is  almost  exclusively  placed  upon  the 
London  market)  produce  temporary  mischief  here,  by  absorbing  the  float¬ 
ing  capital,  diverting  money  from  regular  business,  deranging  banking  ope¬ 
rations,  and  producing  an  unnatural  balance  of  trade  against  this  country. 

“  It  would  seem,  therefore,  as  if  most  of  the  States  must  either  pause  in 
the  execution  of  their  works  of  improvement,  or  some  general  system  of 
combination  must  be  adopted.” 

From  this  extract  it  is  evident  that  an  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  or 
a  guaranty  of  their  payment,  was  not  only  proposed,  but  anxiously  desired, 
by  these  vast  traders  in  American  stocks.  In  addition  to  all  this,  a  member 
of  the  other  House  from  my  own  State  (Mr.  Gentry),  gave  notice  that 
he  would  introduce  a  bill  to  assume  certain  State  debts,  and  appropriate 
the  public  lands  for  the  purpose.  That  bill  has  not  been  introduced,  and 
after  what  has  passed  in  this  body,  it  may  not  be;  but  it  is  evident,  from 
the  title  of  the  bill,  that  an  assumption  was  contemplated,  though  to  what 
extent  I  do  not  know;  and  unless  the  bill  be  introduced,  I  probably  never 
shall.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay),  who,  I  regret,  has  been 
detained  from  his  seat  longer  than  I  had  expected,  has  said  that  he  had 
seen  no  evidence  of  a  design  to  offer  such  a  proposition,  as  an  assumption 
of  the  State  debts.  All  the  answer  I  can  make  to  this,  is,  that  it  seems  to 
me  he  has  not  looked  into  this  subject  with  his  usual  diligence  and  accu¬ 
racy,  and  the  evidence  must  have  escaped  his  notice ;  for,  to  my  mind,  it 
is  ample  and  conclusive.  He  says  that  he  is  against  an  assumption.  No 
one  will  doubt  this  after  the  declaration  he  has  made  ;  but.  how  far  short 
of  this  is  the  measure  he  proposes  ?  He  will  not  assume ;  but  does  he  not 
contend  for  a  distribution  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  public  lands 
among  the  States,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  any  purpose  whatsoever? 
Now  this,  1  admit,  is  not  an  assumption,  nor  the  creation  of  a  national 
debt ;  but  it  is  furnishing  the  means  of  payment,  so  far  as  they  may  go,  to 
the  States.  It  is  not  an  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  but  an  actual  pay¬ 
ment  of  them,  to  the  extent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  The 
same  honorable  Senator  has  remarked,  that  1  am  wrong  in  attempting  ta- 
give  warning  to  the  public  from  this  place  upon  this  subject.  If,  sir,  I  err 
in  this,  this  body  sins  every  day  in  the  same  way.  Why  do  we  order 
extra  numbers  of  reports  and  other  documents  to  be  printed  ?  Why  do 
the  mail  coaches  daily  groan  under  the  weight  of  speeches  delivered  in 
this  honorable  body  ?  I  have  always  understood  that  these  things  were 
done  and  intended  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  information  among  the 
people,  and  enlightening  the  public  mind.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  but  we 
hear  it  declared  on  this  floor  that  no  expectation  is  entertained  by  the 
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'Speaker  of  influencing  the  votes  of  Senators;  but  the  public  may  be  af¬ 
fected  by  what  he  is  about  to  say;  and  he  proceeds  to  deliver  his  senti¬ 
ments.  I  think  this  remark  of  the  honorable  Senator  has  no  force  whatever 
in  it. 

We  are  asked  emphatically,  what  right  have  we  to  notice  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States?  My  answer  is,  that  the  right  to 
speak  of  their  proceedings  exists  at  all  times  ;  it  should  be  exercised  rarely, 
only  upon  great  and  important  occasions.  In  this  instance,  as  little  has 
been  said  in  the  report  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  duty  which  had 
been  assigned  to  the  committee.  But  I  entertain  views  upon  the  subject 
differing  radically  from  those  which  have  been  expressed  by  some  gentle¬ 
men.  I  do  not  consider  the  State  Legislatures  in  any  degree  superior  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  We  are  co-agents  for  the  same  people 
in  the  respective  States.  The  State  Legislatures  are  supreme  in  all  things 
not  prohibited  by  their  State  constitutions,  and  which  have  not  been  dele¬ 
gated  to  this  Government :  and  this  Government  is  supreme  in  all  matters 
confided  to  it  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  but  it  must  be  re- ' 
collected,  that  both  are  acting  for  the  same  people,  and  are  the  guardians  of 
their  interests.  Hence  the  propriety,  that  the  Governments,  State  and  Na¬ 
tional,  and  their  members,  should  give  warnings  to  the  people  whenever  a 
great  sacrifice  of  their  interests  shall  be  attempted  by  either.  In  conformity 
with  this  view,  the  Governors  of  States,  in  their  messages  to  their  Legis¬ 
latures,  and  the  Legislatures  themselves,  upon  occasions  which  they  judge 
proper,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  treating  of,  and  expressing  their  opinions 
upon  subjects  which  are  intrusted  by  the  Constitution  to  Federal  legisla¬ 
tion  and  action.  I  think  this  is  all  proper,  nor  do  I  even  take  exception  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  however  much  I  may 
differ  from  them  in  opinion,  in  denouncing  and  condemning  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  other  House  of  Congress  in  organizing  itself  without  admitting 
either  of  the  party  claimants  to  their  seats  ;  and  in  calling  upon  the  Legis¬ 
latures  of  other  States  to  unite  in  this  condemnation.  In  my  opinion,  the 
right  to  speak  and  remonstrate  exists,  although  I  should  not  concur  in  the 
propriety  of  exercising  it  but  upon  important  and  interesting  occasions. 

I  wish  gentlemen  would  assign  some  reason  why  this  right  is  not  recip¬ 
rocal.  I  believe  it  to  be  so,  and,  therefore,  whenever  a  case  occurs,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  demands  it,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  speak  out  and  give- 
warning  to  my  countrymen  of  impending  danger,  let  that  danger  arise  from 
what  quarter  it  may. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Smith)  insists  that  all  proceedings,  or  ex¬ 
pressions  of  opinion,  upon  subjects  not  immediately  connected  with  legis¬ 
lation,  are  wrong  ;  that  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions,  passed  upon 
the  subject  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  have  produced  much  mischief 
growing  out  of  the  different  constructions  placed  upon  them.  That  honor¬ 
able  Senator  was  too  young  to  understand  the  matter  of  which  he  spoke. 
You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  both  know  that  these,  and  Mr.  Madison’s  report 
upon  the  Virginia  resolutions,  were  the  great  lever  which  elevated  Mr. 
Jefferson  to  the  Presidential  chair,  and  expelled  from  power  the  Federal 
party,  which  at  that  time  ruled  and  governed  this  country.  This  I  have 
always  considered  a  great  and  beneficial  result,  growing  out  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions  which  he  condemns.  If  he  thinks  the  effects  produced  were  not  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  country,  then  we  may  well  differ,  and  shall  continue  to 
do  so,  because  there  is  a  radical  difference  of  opinion  between  us.' 

The  same  Senator  has  made  a  practical  commentary  upon  our  right  to 
speak  of  the  State  authorities  in  debate  here,  very  different  from  the  doc- 
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trines  held  by  his  party  upon  this  occasion.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  > 
the  other  day,  he  told  us  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  now  acting  patriotically,  but  that  there  were  a  number  of  destructives  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  who  were  determined  to  destroy  him.  Was 
not  this  speaking  of  high  State  dignitaries,  of  the  legislative  authority  of  a 
sovereign  State,  with  a  freedom  not  claimed,  or  attempted  to  be  practised, 
by  any  friend  of  this  report  and  its  principles. 

Having  thus  disposed,  as  I  think,  successfully,  of  these  general  objections 
to  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee,  I  shall  proceed  to  show  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  positions  lai4  down  and  sustained  in  the  report ;  and,  with  this 
view,  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  terms  of  the  cession  by 
Virginia  of  her  public  lands.  Before  doing  so,  however,  I  beg  to  advert  to 
the  language  of  the  resolution  of  the  old  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  which 
this  cession,  and  that  of  the  other  States,  were  made. 

It  was  passed  on  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  as  follows  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  which  may  be  ceded  or  relin¬ 
quished  to  the  United  States  by  any  particular  State,  pursuant  to  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  Congress,  of  the  6th  day  of  December  last,  shall  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and 
formed  into  distinct  republican  States,  which  shall  become  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in¬ 
dependence,  as  the  other  States.” 

From  this  resolution  it  is  apparent  that  Congress  asked  for  the  cessions 
of  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands,  not  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting 
the  States  separately,  but  collectively,  and  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1784,  clearly  conveys  the  same  idea.  The  language  is: 
u  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and 
not  reserved  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  beforementioned  purposes,  or  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall 
be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  Confedera¬ 
tion,  or  federal  alliance  of  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  the 
usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully,  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.” 

It  should  here  be  remarked,  that  this  cession,  and  the  deed  made  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  Mr.  Monroe,  and  others,  in  pursuance  of  it,  reserve  nothing,  and 
contain  no  expression  conveying  the  idea  that  a  reversion,  remainder,  or 
limitation  of  uses,  other  than  those  expressed  in  the  cession,  was  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  the  parties.  The  absolute  fee  was  granted.  It  was  known 
to  the  States,  and  to  Congress,  that  a  Federal  Government  then  existed, 
which  had  to  be  supported  by  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  States;  and 
also,  that  the  expenses  of  the  revolutionary  war  had  to  be  paid.  No  one 
at  that  day  could  have  believed  that  the  revenue  arising  from  the  ceded 
lands  could  support  the  Government  and  discharge  the  revolutionary  debt ; 
and  experience  has  proved  it  to  be  insufficient  for  either  purpose.  There¬ 
fore,  it  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  the  grantors  or  grantee,  that  the  reve¬ 
nue  arising  from  the  public  lands  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  general  Treas¬ 
ury  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  in  the  treasuries  of  the  different  States. 

It  is  further  objected  to  the  report,  that  it  states  that  the  rule  of  contribu¬ 
tion  is  changed  under  the  present  Federal  Government,  and  yet  the  report 
alleges  that-  the  disposition  now  made  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
is  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  cessions.  Such,  to  my  mind,  is 
precisely  the  fact.  If  lands  were  sold  under  the  Confederation,  the  proceeds 
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were  placed  in  the  public  Treasury,  and  drawn  from  it  to  defray  the  expendi¬ 
tures  of  the  Confederacy— not  one  dollar  went  into  the  treasury  of  any 
State.  Such  also  is  the  case  at  present.  I  think  it  therefore  clear,  that 
both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  cessions  are  complied  with  in  the  present 
mode  of  appropriating  the  revenue  arising  from  the  public  lands. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  takes  a  further  exception  to  the 
report,  because,  in  a  single  sentence,  or  point,  there  is  a  coincidence  in 
thought,  and  some  similarity  of  language  between  it  and  a  report  once  made 
by  himself.  1  see  nothing  in  this  to  which  exception  should  be  taken.  It 
only  proves  that,  in  my  judgment,  he  has  thought  correctly  upon  a  single 
point  in  relation  to  this  whole  subject.  But  he  says,  although  we  agree  on 
one  point,  we  immediately  separate  and  part  again.  Yes,  sir,  this  is  true. 
We  habitually  differ  on  political  subjects,  and  have  done  so  for  nearly  forty 
years,  except  for  a  few  sessions,  when  we  were  in  the  other  House  of  Con¬ 
gress.  That  Senator,  sir,  has  referred  on  a  former  occasion,  to  the  first  sub¬ 
ject  of  difference  between  us,  which  was  respecting  the  first  Bank  that  was 
chartered  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  at  the  time  this  corporation  was  established,  A  bill  was  presented 
with  the  imposing  title  “to  incorporate  an  insurance  company,”  not  a  word 
was  said  in  it  respecting  a  bank  ;  there  was,  however,  a  provision  in  it,  that 
the  company  might  issue  notes  payable  to  A  B,  or  bearer ;  the  bill  passed 
without  opposition,  and  I  have  never  heard  it  said  by  any  member  of  that 
General  Assembly,  that  he  suspected  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  was  in¬ 
tended.  It  was,  as  the  honorable  Senator  has  stated,  a  fraud  upon  the  Le¬ 
gislature.  When  I  returned  to  the  Legislature,  I  attempted  to  repeal  it. 
The  honorable  Senator  had  then  become  a  member,  I  believe,  for  the  first 
time.  I  introduced  a  bill  to  effect  my  object.  I  relied  in  argument  upon 
the  fact,  that  a  fraud  had  been  committed,  and  that  the  Legislature  possess¬ 
ed  the  power  to  repeal  it.  The  Senator  on  the  other  hand,  relied  upon  the 
sacredness  of  the  charter,  and  the  vested  rights  acquired  under  it.  The 
repealing  bill  passed  the  house,  of  which  we  wTere  members  ;  it  also  passed 
the  Senate  ;  but  the  Governor  exercised  his  veto  power.  It  again  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  constitutional  majority,  but  failed  in 
the  Senate  by  two  or  three  votes.  The  bank  went  on,  and  I  heard  little 
more  of  it,  having  ceased  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  State,  until  the  year  1820, 
when  I  was  sent  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  as  a  commissioner  to  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  aid  in  settling  the  disputed  boundary  between 
the  two  States.  I  then  learned  that  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  eastern  Slates, 
perhaps  Massachusetts,  had  arrived  in  Kentucky,  and  by  some  means,  had 
acquired  a  control  over  the  institution,  and  had  run  off,  taking  the  bank 
with  him,  without  leaving  funds  to  discharge  its  outstanding  debts.  Thus 
began  and  ended  the  first  bank  in  the  western  States.  It  came  into  the 
world  by  fraud,  and  went  out  of  it  by  stealth. 

The  same  honorable  Senator  said,  when  I  made  the  report  now  under 
discussion,  1  did  not  even  stand  the  first  fire.  I  have  served  in  this  body 
with  that  honorable  Senator  about  ten  years,  and,  according  to  my  recollec¬ 
tion,  he  has  never  before  drawn  upon  the  military  science  for  any  compari¬ 
son  or  figure  of  speech.  This  may  have  been  owing  to  his  dislike  to  “  Military 
Chieftains  ;”  but  now  that  he  has  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  a  “  Military 
Chieftain,”  he  has  added  to  his  powers  of  rhetoric  all  the  tropes  and  figures 
that  can  be  gathered  from  that  science.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  I 
stood  the  first  fire  pretty  well,  under  the  circumstances.  In  the  first  place, 
I  had  no  suspicion  of  an  ambuscade  ;  I  considered  myself  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  where  nothing  was  practised  but  fair,  open,  manly  war- 
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fare.  It  so  happened  in  this  case,  that  upon  the  presentation  of  the  report,  tiie 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden)  commenced  his  fire  upon  me. 
I  defended  myself  as  well  as  I  could.  Then  the  Senator  from  South  Caro¬ 
lina  (Mr.  Preston)  opened  his  batteries  upon  me.  Next  in  order  came  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Southard).  Last,  though  not  least,  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster)  came  into  the  battle. 
The  odds  against  me  in  point  of  numbers  were  certainly  considerable  ;  but 
having  truth  and  justice  on  my  side,  I  did  not  feel  that  inferiority,  which, 
under  different  circumstances,  I  might  have  experienced.  At  last  my  gal¬ 
lant  friend  from  North  Caroliua  (Mr.  Brown)  came  to  my  assistance,  and 
so  heavy  a  fire  did  he  open  upon  the  enemy,  that  I  then  felt  able  to  maintain 
the  contest  without  yielding  a  single  inch  of  ground.  Late  in  the  evening, 
when  it  was  almost  dark,  the  Senator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  King),  always 
judicious,  retired  us  from  the  field,  and  the  enemy  took  from  us  no  spoils 
of  victory.  We  carried  with  us  the  subject-matter  of  the  war,  and  on  the 
following  morning  we  renewed  the  fight,  and  here  we  have  been  day  after 
day,  ready  at  all  times  to  do  battle,  and  have  even  waited  until  the  sick  and 
wounded  should  recover,  and  the  absent  return  and  fill  up  the  ranks  of  our 
adversaries.  Sir,  I  delight  to  contend  with  Senators;  there  is  something 
high  and  noble  in  it.  It  I  am  worsted  one  day,  perhaps  on  the  next  victory 
may  perch  on  my  standard  ;  and  if  not,  then  it  may  at  some  future  period: 
and  if  it  should  never  come  at  all,  the  country  may  sustain  no  detriment, 
nor  should  I  experience  mortification  or  chagrin.  But,  sir,  there  is  another 
species  of  attack  about  which  I  entertain  very  different  sentiments  and  feel¬ 
ings.  There  is  another  class  of  men  who  have  assailed  this  report  in  no 
measured  terms.  I  mean  those  letter- writers  who  are  sent  to  this  place  by 
distant  editors.  These  men  I  consider  the  basest  and  meanest  of  mankind: 
they  misrepresent  and  falsify  every  thing  that  is  done  here  ;  misrepresenta¬ 
tion  and  falsehood  are  their  vocation  and  livelihood,  and  1  am  told  that  some 
of  them  are  so  degraded  as  to  write  letters  for  both  sides — that  is,  the  same 
writer,  in  describing  the  same  transaction,  will  sav  in  a  letter  to  a  Federal 
paper,  that  “  Mr.  A,  to-day,  made  a  most  splendid  effort  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  His  eloquence  was  so  powerful,  that  the  whole  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Senators  looked  aghast,  and  were  unable  to  open  their  mouths  in  op¬ 
position  to  his  eloquent  effusions,”  &c.  So  soon  as  lie  has  sealed  up  this 
letter  and  directed  it,  he  writes  a  letter  to  a  Democratic  paper,  in  which  lie 
announces,  that  “this  was  a  proud  day  for  the  Democracy  of  the  country. 
Mr.  B,  today,  did  himself  immortal  honor;  he  literally  demolished  the 
whole  Federal  phalanx  of  the  Senate,”  <fcc.,  &c.  As  to  this  class  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  Mr.  President,  I  have  but  a  word  to  say.  With  them  I  will  hold 
no  controversy,  and  to  them  I  say,  Procul ,  O !  procul  estc  jrrofani !  Yes, 
sir,  the  farther  off  the  better,  for  we  can  hold  no  communion  together. 

I  come  now  to  the  discussion  of  a  subject  upon  which,  of  all  others,  the 
republican  party  has  been  most  misunderstood  and  most  misrepresented. 
W'e  are  charged  with  being  in  favor  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
This  is  not  so,  so  far  as  I  understand  the  sentiments  of  the  party.  The 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  ietter  to  the  Honorable  Sherrod  Wil¬ 
liams,  distinctly  negatives  this  idea,  so  far  as  relates  to  his  own  opinions. 
Tn  his  late  message  to  Congress  nothing  of  the  kind  is  intimated.  So  far 
from  it,  he  declares  that,  in  a  country  so  commercial  as  this,  banks  wii 
always  exist.  Reform,  and  not  destruction,  is  the  policy  in  regard  to  banks, 
which  he  recommends.  I*  know,  full  well,  what  course  has  been  pursued 
upon  this  subject  throughout  the  country.  It  is  to  charge  us  with  holding 
sentiments  which  we  do  not  entertain,  and  gravely  urging  on  the  people 
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the  danger  of  such  opinions.  1  will  now  state  what  my  own  opinions  are, 
and  what  I  believe  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  party  ©f  which  I  am  a  mem¬ 
ber.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  ;  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  sufficient  amount  of  gold  and  silver  can  be  procured  and  retained  in 
the  country  to  supply  an  adequate  circulating  medium  for  the  commerce, 
the  wants,  and  enterprise,  of  the  community;  but  1  am  anxious  to  see  the 
circulation  of  small  notes  suppressed  by  those  who  possess  the  power  to  do  so. 
Vve  possess  no  such  power  :  that  belongs  alone  to  the  States.  If  small  notes 
were  banished  from  circulation,  gold  and  silver  would  fill  up  the  vacuum 
thus  pioduced,  and  in  this  way  specie  would  be  introduced  and  used  in 
ordinal y  daily  transactions;  while  bank  notes  or  other  paper  would  be  used 
m  larger  dealings.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  this  reformation  should  go, 
oi  how  far  it  should  be  extended.  I  can  only  lay  down  the  principle  upon 
whicn  I  am  willing  to  act,  and  leave  to  others,  more  skilled  in  the  monetary 
ana  financial  affairs,  to  furnish  the  details.  If  a  sufficient  amount  of  goid 
and  silver  can  be  procured  to  furnish  a  circulation  for  all  sums  under  ten 
dollais,  lam  willing  that  all  banknotes  under  that  denomination  should  be 
banished  from  common  use  ;  I  am  willing  even  to  go  farther.  If  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  be  sufficient  to  furnish  an  adequate  circulation 

a  r  s ,  I  am  willing  to  go  to  that  amount.  Were  this  done, 
t  e  benefits  arising  from  it  would  at  once  be  apparent;  all  the  laboring 
c  asses  of  the  community  would  receive  gold  and  silver  for  their  labor;  nor 
would  they  be  liable  to  the  frauds  and  impositions  incident  to  bank-paper. 

gold  and  silver  were  in  circulation,  and  a  pressure  made  upon  the  banks, 
t  ns  circulation  would  be  called  to  their  relief,  to  a  certain  extent.  The 
uti  ltv  of  a  mixed  currency,  such  ns  that  of  which  I  speak,  is  proved  in 
ng.and  by  tne  fact  that,  when  five-pound  notes  are  the  lowest  that  are 
issued,  theie  is  no  want  of  specie  for  the  common  business  transactions  of 
1  ie  community,  further,  1  wish  to  see  banks  regulated  through  the  agen- 
cy  o  tne  State  Legislatures,  so  as  to  compel  them  to  be  honest.  In  other 
woks,  I  would  place  them  under  the  empire  of  the  laws,  and  whenever 

t  ley  ceased  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  created,  they  should 
cease  to  exist.  ' 

hat  I  have  said,  relates  to  the  general  business  of  the  country,  not 
to  tne  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government — what  we  desire  is  to  see 
sa.e  unking ;  that  is,  that  the  banks  shall  be  so  conducted  and  managed, 
that  the  holder  of  a  bank-note  shall  be  sure  of  his  money  when  he  wants 
orcemandsit.  Neither  is  the  republican  party  against  the  credit  system. 

e  only  wish  a  sound  credit  system.  Wre  do  not  wish  to  see  the  banks 
issuing  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  in  paper  for  one  which  they  may  have  in 
t  en  vaults  in  specie  ;  nor  do  we  wish  to  see  men  subscribe  for  bank  stock, 
an  pay  it  in,  and  then  take  it  all  out  on  their  stock  notes,  as  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  done  ;  nor  should  banks,  in  our  view.be  engaged  in  cotton  or 
mercantile  speculations  of  any  kind ;  all  such  adventures  endanger  their 
note-holders,  and  render  their  creditors  insecure.  ■  If  they  would  confine 
t  remselves  to  their  legitimate  business,  that  is,  loaning  money  or  their  notes, 
and  purchasing  and  selling  bills  of  exchange,  their  profits  would  be  ample, 
although  their  discounts  should  be  confined  within  proper  and  safe  limits. 
Men  skilled  in  banking  say  that,  generally,  a  bank  may  safely  loan  two  or 
thiee  dollars  for  one  of  specie  in  its  vaults.  Is  not  this  profit  enough  ?  For 
every  hundred  dollars  specie  in  bank,  twelve  or  eighteen  per  cent,  may 
be  received  by  the  circulation  of  its  bills;  that  is,  if  I  lovn  a  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  to  my  neighbor,  six  per  cent,  is  all  that  I  can  receive  according  to 
the  laws  of  most  of  the  States ;  but  if,  instead  of  this,  I  vest  it  in  bank 


10 


stock,  I  will  receive,  so  far  as  specie  gives  circulation,  twelve,  fifteen,  or 
eighteen  per  cent.  When  such  privileges  are  granted,  surely  honesty  and 
punctuality  should  be  enforced. 

The  measure  now  proposed  is  to  give  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
public  lands  to  be  used  for  improvements  among  the  States;  and  unless 
some  other  means  be  resorted  to  you  must  raise  the  tariff  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue.  Now,  I  ask,  is  there  a  man  in  this  country,  who 
is  not  for  other  reasons  in  favor  of  a  high  tariff,  that  will  assent  to  this. 
The  effect  will  be,  as  has  been  clearly  proven  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Hubbard),  that  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the 
States,  will  receive  from  this  Government  from  three  to  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars,  and  then  pay  back  the  same  amount,  with  the  increase 
of  the  cost  and  hazard  of  collection,  that  is  to  say:  for  every  dollar, 
thus  distributed,  a  dollar  and  twelve  and  a  half,  or  twenty  five  cents,  will 
have  to  be  returned.  It  is  said,  however,  that  we  can  make  up  the  defi¬ 
ciency  in  various  ways.  The  first  which  has  been  proposed  is  a  duty  on 
imported  silks  ;  this  duty  would  be  right,  and  I  regret  that  the  other  House, 
which  can  alone  originate  a  bill  upon  this  subject,  has  not  sent  one  to  that 
effect  to  this  body ;  for  I  am  anxious  to  see  this  duty  imposed  ;  but  my  opin¬ 
ion  is,  that  all  that  accrues  from  this  additional  source  of  revenue  will  be 
needed  on  account  of  the  rapid  reduction  of  the  revenue  from  customs  un¬ 
der  the  compromise  act. 

It  is  urged,  in  the  next  place,  that  a  portion  of  the  army,  a  part  of  the 
mounted  men,  which  now  consists  of  two  regiments,  might  be  discharged. 
This  is  not  a  time  to  reduce  the  military  force  of  the  country.  The  war 
in  Florida  is  still  going  on,  and  if  any  portion  of  the  troops  should  be  with¬ 
drawn,  the  inhabitants  of  that  Territory,  .the  men,  women,  and  children, 
will  be  more  exposed  to  the  rifle,  the  tomahawk,  and  the  scalping-knife, 
than  they  now  are.  Besides,  we  have  a  very  serious  controversy  with 
Great  Britain  respecting  our  northeastern  boundary ;  and  the  negotiations, 
so  far  as  they  have  been  made  public,  do  not  promise  a  very  speedy  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  that  difficulty.  Further,  we  have  on  our  western 
frontier,  adjoining  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  many  powerful 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  we  should  be  more  savage  than  the  savages  them¬ 
selves  were  we  to  foil  in  furnishing  an  adequate  military  force  to  repel  and 
instantly  put  down  any  hostile  movement  which  they  might  make  upon  that 
exposed  frontier.  This  Government,  in  carrying  out  what  1  have  always 
considered  a  wise  policy,  has  concentrated  upon  the  borders  of  these  two 
States  the  Indian  tribes  that  were  scattered  throughout  the  country.  We 
have  created  this  exposure  to  danger  in  that  quarter,  and  are  therefore 
bound,  by  every  obligation,  constitutional  and  moral,  to  protect  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  against  the  danger  produced  by  our  own  acts.  So  strongly  do  I  feel 
the  duty  which  rests  upon  the  Government  on  this  subject,  that  1  am  not 
only  unwilling  to  disband  the  mounted  men  which  were  raised  for  their 
protection,  but,  whenever  a  reasonable  ground  for  the  apprehension  of  dan¬ 
ger  shall  be  shown,  1  am  prepared  to  vote  for  any  amount  of  force  which 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  repel  or  remove  all  apprehension  of  danger. 
It  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  protect  every  portion  of  the  country, 
but  this  frontier  in  a  more  especial  manner. 

It  is  further  said  that  our  diplomatic  corps  at  foreign  courts  should  be 
reduced.  Our  foreign  relations  have  been  so  ably  and  so  successfully  man¬ 
aged,  during  the  last  ten  years,  that  I  should  be  unwilling  to  see  any  change, 
unless  some  agent  were  designated  and  shown  to  be  unnecessary. 

An  argument  is  drawn  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  arising 
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from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  from  the  fact  that  a  bill  is  upon  the  table 
in  the  Senate,  giving  to  the  new  States  the  disposition  of  the  lands  within 
their  limits,  and  surrendering  to  them  one  half  of  the  proceeds  for  their 
expense  in  making  the  sales,  and  for  transacting  such  an  agency.  It  is  true 
that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  introduced  such  a 
bill,  and  it  is  also  true  that  it  is  free  from  the  constitutional  objection  which 
attaches  to  the  project  of  distribution  ;  but  whether  it  will  meet  with  favor  or 
not  is  vet  to  be  ascertained.  For  myself,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  will  not. 
My  present  impression  is,  that  the  system  now  in  operation  should  be  con¬ 
tinued,  with  the  variations  which  1  will  now  mention — and  I  will  observe 
that  the  opinions  I  am  about  to  express  are  not  of  recent  date,  but  those  I 
have  entertained  ever  since  I  arrived  at  manhood,  and  that  I  urged  them 
during  the  first  session  at  which  I  took  my  seat  in  the  Senate.  I  am  an 
advocate  for  pre-emptioners  and  pre-emption  rights.  By  changing  day-la¬ 
borers  and  tenants  into  freeholders,  an  operation  is  effected  which  makes 
each  individual  more  of  a  man,  and  more  attached  to  his  country ;  it  ele¬ 
vates  him  from  a  necessitous  situation  to  a  more  exalted  and  independent 
station  ;  he  enjoys  the  benefits  of  the  whole  proceeds  of  his  labor,  and  there 
is  no  division  of  his  earnings  between  himself  and  a  landlord  or  a  task¬ 
master.  What  he  makes  is  his  own,  and  he  can  rear  up  his  family  in  a  free 
air,  and  with  an  independent  spirit.  So  thoroughly  am  I  persuaded  of  this,, 
that  I  would  be  willing  to  hold  out  inducements  to  those  who  no.v  reside  in 
the  old  States,  and  are  unable  to  acquire  a  freehold,  to  go  to  the  far  Westr 
and  obtain  an  independence  at  a  moderate  price.  I  should  be  inclined  to 
isav  to  all  such  as  may  settle  on  the  public  lands,  and  show  by  a  continued 
residence  a  determination  to  be  permanent  settlers,  that  they  should  have 
the  lands  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  or  even  less.  And  I  ask,  why  should  we 
not  be  liberal  to  those  who  go  to  the  far  West  to  better  their  fortunes? 
They  are  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh ;  and  if  any  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Tennessee  wish  to  go,  I  repeat  the  language  which  I  used  upon  a 
former  occasion  :  “  Go  and  be  happy,  and  may  the  God  of  all  mercies  pro¬ 
tect  and  prosper  you.”  I  would  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  ;  I 
would  not  continue  the  absurd  practice  of  requiring  as  high  a  sum  for  poor 
as  for  rich  lands.  But  let  this  plan  of  distribution  prevail,  and  no  settler 
need  expect  a  pre-emption  right,  nor  will  the  graduation  of  price  ever  be 
effected.  In  short,  I  consider  this  project  of  distribution  as  the  deadliest 
blow  that  could  be  struck  to  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the  new 
States  ;  therefore,  if  there  were  no  other  reason,  I  should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  views  upon  this  subject.  I  am 
a  Western  man  ;  I  was  reared  from  my  infancy  among  that  description  of 
men  whose  cause  I  advocate  ;  I  know  their  bravery  in  war,  and  honesty  in 
peace.  When  our  country  needs  soldiers,  they  are  the  men  safest  to  be 
dooked  to,  and,  when  money  is  needed,  they  will  contribute  what  they  have 
with  a  free  good-will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden)  asks,  u  What  father  would 
not  give  a  portion  of  his  property  to  save  a  member  of  his  family  from  ruin  Vr 
I  answer,  none.  But,  in  such  a  case,  the  father  gives  his  own  property,  which 
he  has  a  right  to  dispose  of  at  his  pleasure ;  but  we  are  asked  to  give  prop¬ 
erty  and  money,  which  we  hold  in  trust  for  other  purposes,  and  have  no 
constitutional  right  to  dispose  of  according  to  our  will  and  pleasure. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Phelps)  says  that  this  report  is  confused 
and  indistinct,  introducing  different  subjects  and  blending  them  together. 
Not  so  ;  the  fault  is  not  in  the  report,  but  in  those  who  thus  read  it.  The 
first  part  of  the  report  has  exclusive  reference  to  the  assumption  of  the 
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State  debts  by  the  General  Government ;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  lands,  or  the  revenue  arising  from  them ;  and  so  it  is  with  the  resolu¬ 
tions  :  the  first  three  relate  exclusively  to  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts, 
and  the  fourth  to  the  public  lands  and  the  revenue  arising  therefrom.  He 
asks,  what  is  meant  by  the  terms  “  direct ”  and  “ indirect ”  in  the  first  reso¬ 
lution?  My  answer  is,  that  a  direct  assumption  is  an  absolute  promise  to 
pay  ;  indirect ,  is  a  guarantee  or  a  conditional  promise,  or  any  other  form  or 
mode  of  assumption,  by  which  the  United  States  might  become  ultimately 
responsible.  He  further  says  he  cannot  vote  for  or  against  the  resolutions 
without  subjecting  himself  to  misrepresentation.  All  lean  say  is,  that  this  mis¬ 
representation  will  not  grow  out  of  the  report  or  resolutions — they  are  plain, 
distinct,  and  easily  understood  ;  and  I  can  tell  the  honorable  Senator  that, 
if  he  expects  to  escape  misrepresentation,  he  will  be  more  fortunate  than 
most  members  of  this  honorable  body.  He,  and  the  Senator  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi  (Mr.  Henderson),  both  say  that,  if  I  will  prove  that  this  Govern¬ 
ment  had  the  constitutional  right  to  purchase  and  pay  for  Lousianaand  the 
Floridas  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  they  will  then  show  that 
Congress  can  dispose  of  the  public  money  according  to  their  will  and  pleas¬ 
ure.  These  honorable  Senators  must  excuse  me  for  not  attempting  to 
show  the  power  and  the  right  to  purchase  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas;  I 
respectfully  decline  all  argument  on  that  subject.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
prove  that  three  sovereign  and  independent  States  are  constitutionally 
among  us  ;  I  will  not  offend  the  people  of  these  States  by  an  argument  to 
prove  that  they  are  properly  a  part  and  portion  of  this  confederacy ;  I  will 
not  insult  six  honorable  Senators  by  an  effort  to  show  that  they  are  right¬ 
fully  members  of  this  honorable  body.  I  feel  astonished  that  the  honorable 
member  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Henderson)  should  join  in  this  inquiry  and 
suggestion  ;  he  and  his  State  stand  closely  allied  and  connected  with  the 
subject  of  this  inquiry.  His  State  was  also  purchased,  and  so  was  Alaba¬ 
ma,  by  the  General  Government ;  the  only  difference  is  this,  that  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri,  were  purchased  from  a  foreign  government,  his 
State  and  the  State  of  Alabama  were  purchased  from  Georgia,  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Union.  He  ought,  therefore,  to  be  careful  how  he  raises  ques¬ 
tions  of  this  sort,  and  asks  for  discussions  upon  them.  For  my  part,  1  go 
upon  the  decision  of  the  Government  of  my  country  ;  it  has  settled  these 
questions  long  since  ;  and  being  no  agitator,  I  will  not  agitate  them  here. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  it  is  that  this  report  has  been  treated  with 
more  severity  than  usual.  It  has  cost  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Senate  no  labor ;  if  any  reputation  is  to  be  lost,  it  will  fail  upon  its  au¬ 
thor  and  the  committee  who  approved  it.  It  may,  however,  be  that  a  fa¬ 
vorite  scheme  or  plan  of  operations  is  broken  in  upon,  and  defeated  by  it. 
I  have  lately  seen  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  statistical  tables  showing 
how  much  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  the  different  counties 
in  each  of  these  Slates,  would  receive  under  the  distribution  land  bill  ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  not  one  word  was  said  in  that  print  showing  the  effects 
that  would  be  produced  by  such  a  distribution.  Now,  this  report  fully  and 
clearly,  in  my  opinion,  demonstrates  not  only  the  injustice,  the  inexpedien¬ 
cy,  and  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  but 
that  if  the  cupidity  of  the  honest,  independent,  and  highminded  people  of 
this  country  is  to  be  appealed  to  (which  was  evidently  the  design  of  these 
publications),  even  then  the  distribution  of  the  land  revenue  would  in¬ 
crease,  instead  of  lighten,  the  burdens  of  the  community. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden),  in  his  commentaries 
on  the  report,  asserts  that  we  are  for  an  exclusive  metallic  currency ;  and 
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that  we  are  making  war  upon  the  banks.  I  have  already  endeavored  to 
show  that  in  both  these  particulars,  such  accusations  are  unfounded.  It  is 
true  we  would,  if  we  could,  make  banks  honest ;  but  the  power  to  do  so 
rests  only  with  the  States  ;  they  have  created  them,  and  they  alone  can 
regulate  and  control  them.  The  same  Senator  asks  what  difference  there 
is  between  borrowing  money  from  the  lords  of  England,  and  borrowing  it 
from  our  own  citizens?  a  dollar  is  a  dollar  no  matter  where  it  comes  from  1 
To  my  mind  the  difference  is  very  palpable.  If  money  be  borrowed  from 
our  own  citizens,  the  annual  interest  remains  in  this  country  ;  it  is  still 
among  us,  and  constitutes  a  part  of  the  nation’s  wealth  ;  blit  if  it  be  borrow¬ 
ed  in  Europe,  and  the  interest  be  annually  sent  to  the  foreign  capitalists  who 
have  loaned  it,  then  the  wealth  of  this  country  is  diminished  to  that  amount. 
If  two  hundred  millions  of  State  bonds  be  held  by  foreign  capitalists,  it 
will  take  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually,  at  five  per  cent.,  to  pay  the  in¬ 
terest.  And  this  drain  is  constantly  made,  year  by  year,  from  the  product¬ 
ive  industry  of  this  country;  in  short,  it  is  a  tax  upon  the  labor  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  one  tenth  of  all  their  surplus  pro¬ 
ductions.  This  I  view  as  a  very  serious  evil,  and  one  that  ought  not  to  be 
encouraged  or  promoted. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  learned  from  the  newspapers,  and  with  regret,  that 
in  another  body,  the  subject  of  the  presidential  election  was  brought  into 
discussion.  I  did  hope  and  expect  that  we,  at  least,  should  hear  nothing  of 
it  in  this  honorable  body  ;  but  I  have  been  mistaken.  It  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  here  ;  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden),  though 
he  disclaims  the  character  of  a  prophet,  has  ventured  to  predict,  that  the- 
days  of  the  present  dominant  party  are  numbered.  I  have  often  heard  the 
same  tiling  said  before,  but  the  prophecy  has  as  often  failed  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  fail  again. 

This  shows  how  equally  happiness  is  distributed  among  men  in  this 
life.  The  Whigs,  as  they  call  themselves,  are  always  victorious  before  the 
battle  ;  the  Republicans  are  so,  when  the  battle  comes ;  and  from  this  time 
until  November,  we  shall  hear  much  of  carousals,  marching  and  counter¬ 
marching  with  banners  displayed,  throughout  our  country.  They  are 
happy,  in  anticipation  of  success  ;  the  Republicans  are  so  in  actual  success  ; 
Sir,  the  Whigs  constitute  the  most  hoping  and  hopeful  party  that  ever  ex¬ 
isted  in  any  country.  They  may  well  appropriate  to  their  own  use  the; 
idea,  if  not  the  language,  of  the  poet : 

t;  Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  vhiggish  breast; 

Whigs  never  are,  but  always  to  be,  blest.” 

But  the  same  honorable  Senator  tells  us,  that  he  sees  a  light  rising  in  the 
west,  which  inspires  him  with  hope.  Sir,  my  dull  optics  have  not  seen 
that  light  of  which  he  speaks  ;  and  if  the  honorable  Senator  will  look, 
some  time  hence,  he  will  discover  that  he  has  mistaken  for  a  substantial 
luminary,  a  small  transient  meteor,  which  has  exploded  and  left  no  trace 
behind.  But  I  have  seen  a  light  arise  in  the  west ;  and  so  brilliant  was  it, 
that  it  dimmed  and  obscured  all  the  lesser  lights  around  it;  it  ascended 
higher  and  higher,  until  it  reached  the  meridian  ;  there  it  remained  sta¬ 
tionary  for  a  time  ;  so  effulgent  was  it,  (hat  it  irradiated  this  whole  con¬ 
tinent  ;  its  rays  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  penetrated  the  courts  and  palaces 
ot  kings,  and  influenced  their  councils  ;  it  was  seen  and  felt,  wherever 
civilized  man  dwelt.  But  that  light  is  fast  descending  in  the  west;  it  has 
[almost  reached  the  horizon,  and  will  soon  be  beyond  the  sight  of  mortals. 
(Mr.  President,  you  and  I  shall  never  see  its  like  again  ;  we  are  too  old. 
Such  lights  do  not  visit  our  earth  but  at  rare  and  long  intervals,  I  need 
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not  say  to  the  Senate,  or  to  this  audience,  that  the  individual  1  have  de¬ 
scribed,  under  the  figure  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  is 
Andrew  Jackson,  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  country.  When  impartial 
history  shall  have  faithfully  performed  its  office,  the  aged  men  of  after 
times  will  point  him  out  to  their  children  as  a  man  to  be  imitated,  but  not 
to  be  equalled. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  answer  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Tallmadge).  He  says,  this  land  was  surrendered 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States — therefore  the  proceeds  may  be  distributed 
to  all.  But  this  land  was  surrendered  to  the  Confederacy  of  States,  not  to 
the  States  separately  and  individually.  The  right  to  impose  duties  on  im¬ 
ports  belonged  to  each  State,  within  its  own  territory.  This  right  was  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  Federal  Government;  and  the  States  could  now  claim, 
with  the  same  propriety  and  reason,  a  distribution  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  imposts,  and  the  claim  would  be  as  well  founded  as  that  which  is 
now  asserted  with  respect  to  the  public  lands. 

That  gentleman  says  that  the  debt  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  over-esti¬ 
mated  by  the  committee  ;  and  this  he  attempts  to  prove,  by  saying  that  the 
State  tias  a  fund  set  apart  to  discharge  a  portion  of  her  debt,  and  good  and 
sufficient  security  for  another  part  of  it.  This  is  a  novel  mode  of  proving 
that  a  debt  does  not  exist :  the  gentleman’s  statement  only  goes  to  show  that 
means  of  payment  are  provided — not  that  the  debt  does  not  exist.  If  you, 
Mr.  President,  have  my  note  for  a  thousand  dollars,  and  I  have  money  to 
the  same  amount  locked  up  in  my  desk,  with  which  I  mean  to  discharge 
my  obligation,  am  1  not  still  indebted  to  you  for  a  thousand  dollars  until  I 
shall  pay  you  ?  The  Senator  mistakes  ability  to  pay  for  non-indebtedness. 

1  regret  that  he  has  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  reply  to  some  other 
remarks  in  which  he  has  indulged.  When  he  left  us  and  joined  the  oppo¬ 
sition,  I  certainly  never  intended  to  reproach  him  for  it.  My  impression 
was  that  “he  went  out  from  among  us  because  he  was  not  of  us.”  I  felt 
neither  mortification  nor  ill-will ;  and  why  that  Senator  should  use  the 
language  towards  me  which  I  shall  presently  notice,  is  altogether  unac¬ 
countable.  I  cannot  participate  with  him  in  his  denunciations  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  1  know  too  well  the  manner  in  which  that  officer 
discharges  his  public  duties ;  that  he  has  talents  of  the  first  order  even  his 
enemies  admit — that  he  faithfully  and  industriously  employs  them  to  pro¬ 
mote  what  he  believes  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the  country  I  know.  In 
all  his  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  I  have  seen  him  careful  and  vigilant 
in  guarding  the  national  character,  interest,  and  honor.  In  administering 
our  internal  affairs,  the  best  energies  of  his  mind  have  been  constantly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  prosperity  of  our  whole  country.  That  he  should  be  entirely 
free  from  error  could  not  be  expected,  but  that  he  intends  all  his  measures 
for  the  general  welfare  I  confidently  believe  and  affirm. 

The  Senator  commenced  his  remarks  by  saying,  in  application  to  myself, 
that  this  was  ail  a  Quixotic  proceeding.  This  comparison  and  remark  has 
been  so  often  used  by  every  body  that  it  has  lost  all  its  point,  and  its  repe¬ 
tition  has  ceased  to  be  the  evidence  of  talents  or  genius.  He  says  I  have 
come  into  the  Senate  with  two  commissions.  That  is  true,  so  far  as 
relates  to  my  declining  to  accept  the  first  commission,  and  obtaining  a  sec-# 
ond,  upon  a  second  election.  But,  what  is  there  in  this  to  disturb  the  Sena¬ 
tor  from  New  York?  It  cost  him  neither  labor  nor  trouble  ;  that  fell  upon 
myself  and  friends.  I  had  constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  propriety  of  my 
taking  a  seat  under  the  first  election  :  1  resigned,  and  was  re  elected.  Even 
if  I  were  mistaken,  such  respect  was  due,  I  think,  to  my  own  views  as  to 
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have  precluded  a  reference  to  it  here  ;  and  such  has  been  the  course  of 
every  member  of  the  Senate  (although  I  know  some  of  them  entertain  an 
opinion  different  from  mine),  until  the  Senator  from  New  York  took  his 
seat  among  us.  Those  who  scruple  at  nothing  may  reproach  those  who 
•entertain  scruples  ;  those  who  feel  them  seldom  will.  I  will  state  my  views 
a  little  more  at  large  ripen  this  subject.  I  place  but  little  value  on  a  commis¬ 
sion,  except  so  far  as  it  is  evidence  of  what  had  preceded  it,  that  is,  the  favor¬ 
able  opinion  of  my  Countrymen — that  I  highly  prize.  I  will  tell  that  hon¬ 
orable  Senator  how  I  obtained  my  first  commission  ;  the  second  was  only  a 
matter  of  course.  It  was  not  by  solicitation  ;  no  expression  of  a  desire  to 
be  elected  had  escaped  me.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  traverse  the  State  and  make 
speeches  denouncing  my  old  friends  ;  I  formed  no  new  political  alliances  ; 
it  was  not  the  effect  of  a  new-born  zeal  displayed  in  behalf  of  my  ancient 
political  enemies.  I  am  here  upon  the  free,  unsought  suffrages  of  my  old 
political  friends  and  associates.  I  will  neither  deny  nor  disguise  the  high 
gratification  I  experienced  on  my  late  visit  to  Tennessee,  where  I  only  re¬ 
mained  a  few  days.  When  the  old  grayheaded  men,  who  had  stood 
by  me  for  upward  of  thirty  years,  approached  me,  with  joy  glistening  in 
their  eyes,  and,  taking  me  by  both  hands,  congratulated  me  upon  my  resto¬ 
ration  to  this  honorable  body  ;  and  when  the  young  met  me,  in  like  manner, 
and  talked  of  their  father’s  friendship  and  mine  :  Oh  !  sir,  in  this,  there  was 
a  luxury  of  feeling  which  I  would  not  exchange  for  all  the  huzzas  and 
plaudits  which  a  renegade  ever  received  from  ten  thousand  tongues  of  his 
old  enemies  now  converted  into  friends. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan)  and  myself,  the  other 
day,  expressed  an  opinion  against  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  How 
were  we  treated  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  ? — But  I  will  first  remind 
liim  that  I  have  been  a  long  time  in  public  life,  and.  in  the  estimation  of 
my  friends,  must  have  “  rendered  the  State  some  service,”  or  I  should  not 
have  been  continued  until  this  period;  and  I  submit  to  all  candid  and  re¬ 
flecting  men,  whether  the  language  used  by  the  Senator  from  New  York 
can  find  a  justification.  What  is  that  language  ?  He  says  he  has  no  doubt 
that  at  present  we  entertain  the  opinions  which  we  express.  “  But  a  few 
lashes  from  the  coachman  (the  President  meaning)  will  put  us  in  the 
traces.”  I  would  inquire  whether  this  is  a  quotation  from  Shakspeare,  as 
the  Senator,  the  other  day,  said  of  the  expression,  Ingratitude  more  strong 
than  traitors’  arms,”  when  applied  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I 
presume  this  is  no  quotation  from  Shakspeare.  That  great  judge  of  human 
nature  never  put  into  the  mouths  of  his  lowest  characters  such  language 
in  application  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  free  people  and  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  sovereign  States.  But  were  it  a  quotation,— can  he  who  uses  a 
dagger  excuse  himself  by  the  pretext  that  he  has  borrowed  it  from  another? 
Whether  the  Senator  from  New  York  speaks  from  experience,  as  to  the 
application  of  the  Presidential  lash,  I  know  not.  For  anything  I  know, 
he  may  have  been  so  severely  lashed  as  to  make  him  break  entirely  loose 
from  the  coach.  In  that  case,  the  danger  is  that  he  may  be  so  maddened 
with  rage  as  to  injure  himself.  I  recollect  an  occurrence  which  took  place 
in  Virginia  some  five  or  six  years  ago.  I  was  travelling  in  the  mail-coach  ; 
we  had  stopped  in  a  village  late  at  night,  and  set  out  very  early  in  the 
morning,  and  were  to  travel  about  twenty  miles  to  another  village  to  break¬ 
fast.  We  travelled  on  very  quietly  and  safely  until  we  reached  the  halfway 
house ,  where  an  exchange  of  coachman  and  horses  took  place.  So  soon  as 
we  set  out  from  there,  one  of  the  lead-horses  became  very  restift  and 
fractious  ;  the  coachman  applied  the  lash  with  great  severity ;  the  horse 
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became  more  furious,  and  at  last  broke  loose  from  the  coach,  taking  with 
him  a  part  of  what  are  now  called  “  lead  bars,”  but  which,  when  you  and 
1  were  young,  Mr.  President,  and  more  conversant  with  such  things  than 
we  are  now,  were  called  11  swingle  trees  the  coach  was  a  very  line  one 
and  remained  uninjured.  We  sent  back  to  the  halfway  house,  procured 
another  horse,  and  moved  on  very  safely  to  the  breakfast  stand.  But  before 
we  reached  that  place  what  do  you  think  we  saw  ?  The  horse  that  had 
broken  loose  from  the  coach  had  broken  his  neck,  and  was  lying  dead  by 
the  wayside.  I  lectured  the  coachman  lor  exposing  the  lives  of  passengers 
by  running  such  a  refractory  and  unmanageable  horse  in  his  coach.  He 
excused  himself  by  declaring  that  he  was  an  old  stage  horse,  had  worked 
as  quietly  and  safely  for  several  years  as  any  horse  that  ever  wore  harness — ■ 
that  it  was  only  within  a  few  weeks  partite  had  become  res  tiff  and  unruly 
- — that  the  change  was  altogether  unaccountable — but  one  thing  was  cer¬ 
tain,  he  would  do  no  more  mischief. 

t  tHv»k  T  now  see,  by  what  is  said  by  that  Senator,  why  it  is  that  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  has  ceased  to  be  as  great  a  favorite  in  New  York 
as  he  was  formerly.  Views  are  ascribed  to  him  which  he  never  enter¬ 
tained.  His  opinions  are  proved  upon  him  by  expressions  which  the 
Senator  attributes  to  certain  jeople  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whom  he 
calls  Loco  Focos  ;  and  this  is  the  kind  of  logic  by  which  he  establishes 
his  facts.  The  Loco  Focos  had  resolved  that  all  banks  should  be  put 
down  ;  they  afterward  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Boren  ;  therefore  the  conclusion 
drawn  by  the  Senator  is,  that  the  President  is  in  favor  of  putting  down  all 
banks.  Or  the  Senator  supposes  that  this  might  have  been  in  consequence 
of  some  private  assurance  given  by  the  President.  That  such  assurance 
was  given  is  only  conjecture,  there  is  no  evidence  of  it,  whereas  we  have 
the  opinions  of  the  President  explicitly  declared  in  his  public  and  official 
acts.  | 

That  Senator  concluded  his  remarks  with  a  shout  for  the  hero  of  Tip¬ 
pecanoe.  This  we  shall  constantly  hear  until  late  in  the  coming  autumn  ; 
but  when  November  comes — that  gloomy  month,  when  Englishmen  cut 
their  throats,  and  Whigs  lose  all  their  anticipated  triumphs — then  it  will 
be  a  short  tale,  easily  told  ;  then  all  their  joy  will  be  changed  into  dis¬ 
appointment  and  grief:  nor  will  any  poet  be  needed  to  celebrate  the  deeds 
of  their  hero.  By  a  small  change  of  names,  it  has  already  been  done  by 
one  of  the  best  British  poets: 

“  1  Charge !  Crittenden,  charge  !  on !  Tallmadge,  on  !’ 

Were  the  last  words  ol  Harrison.” 

"..  .  ir.  thus  will  end  the  political  life  of  the  hero,  recently  adopted  as 
me  leader  of  the  opposition  ;  physically,  I  hope  he  will  long  live  to  enjoy 
the  emoluments  of  the  respectable  and  profitable  office  he  now  fills,  and  to 
occupy  that  splendid  mansion  (not  a  log  cabin)  which  he  now  inhabits. 
This  will  suit  him  better  than  the  toils  and  troubles  of  a  high  political 
station,  and,  for  the  country,  it  will  be  far  better. 

I  have  finished  the  remarks  I  intended  to  make.  Not  on  my  own  ac¬ 
count,  but  for  my  country,  I  should  regret  exceedingly  to  see  any  other 
disposition  made  of  these  resolutions  than  their  adoption.  I  do  not  mean 
that  I  should  regret  a  modification  in  any  form,  provided  the  substance  and 
objects  be  retained  ;  that  is  all  about  which  I  feel  any  solicitude.  I  thank 
the  Senate  for  the  patient  and  continued  attention  with  which  1  have  been 
heard  in  defence  of  the  report  and  the  resolutions  which,  by  order  of  the 
special  committee,  I  presented  to  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body. 


